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Welcome to Middlezoy Primary and  

Othery Village Schools 

Middlezoy and Othery Schools are two small, friendly and inclusive village schools within 
the communities of Middlezoy and Othery on the Somerset Levels. We offer opportunities 
for every child to develop their talents and abilities and to reach their poten tial, in a 
nurturing and caring environment. Our staff are  committed to the development of learning 
and supporting skills through every aspect of our childrenõs lives.  In our small schools 
every child shines for their uniqueness as well as their strength in working together.  

In September 2018 the Hatchlings Foundation Stage Unit was opened at Othery Village 
School.   The Unit is part of the Levels Academy Trust and is directly linked to Middlezoy 
and Othery Primary Schools.  It offers education and care to children from 2 years old until 
they start school in a hi gh quality, safe and stimulating environment  

Our work in the classrooms is very interactive and makes excellent use of the wonderful 
resources around us.  Our parents, who have a key part to play in the school, support us in 
giving our children a varied an d exciting learning experience.   

We have a very supportive team of Governors who work closely with the schools helping us 
to go from strength to strength.   Our Parent Teacher Association is a hard working group 
who make sure we can provide our children wit h a wide variety of opportunities for 
learning.  

We understand that the choice of school for your child is very important. Children have 
just one childhood; we believe their primary school experience should be magical and 
wondrous, filled with inspirational  and unforgettable learning experiences. At Middlezoy 
and Othery, we know it is both our duty and privilege to help children delight in their 
precious childhood years, building a firm foundation for the rest of their lives.  

Our schools are committed to saf eguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff to share this commitment.  

If you would like to find out more about our schools, you are very welcome to come and 
visit us. We are always happy to show visitors around th e schools and give valuable insight 
into our ethos . Please call us on 01823 698464 (Othery) or 01823 698465 (Middlezoy) or 
email office@otheryvillage.somerset.sch.uk   or office@middlezoy.somerset.sch.uk   

 

Mrs Nichola Chesterton 
Headteacher 

mailto:office@otheryvillage.somerset.sch.uk
mailto:office@middlezoy.somerset.sch.uk
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FEDERATION 

In 2009, the two small primary schools in Middlezoy and Othery became a federation.  The 
two villages on the Somerset Levels are 1.8 miles apart and each school has facilities that 
complement the other.  As federated schools we have a single Governing Body and one 
Head of School across both sites. The federation has been very successful and the children 
regularly mix for both academic and sporting activities.  We have small classes and a high 
ratio of adults to children, which enables pupils of all abilities to learn to their potential.  
 
In September 2018 we reorganised the two schools to enable the KS2 pupils to be taught 
together.  Othery School became the Early Years and KS1 base and Middlezoy the KS2 
base. This allows the children to experience their learning in a class of pupils of a similar 
age.   
 
We have our own minibus, which is used on a daily basis to provide free transport between 
the schools.   
 

 Hatchlings 
Foundation 
Stage Unit 

Reception Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Middlezoy Primary 
School Site 

 
 

 Heron Class Crane Class 

Othery Village 
School Site 

Hatchlings 
Lapwings 

Class 
Owls Class  

 

 
 
THE LEVELS ACADEMY TRUST 

 

 
 
 

HUISH CLP 

  
 

 
 
 

On 1st March 2015, Middlezoy Primary School and Othery Village School 
formed a Multi -Academy Trust with Hambridge Primary School and 
Huish Episcopi Primary School. This was as a result of our long standing 
collaboration as an Education Trust and further enhances  the 
opportunities for stakeholders at all levels. Staff benefit from a wider 
range of professional development and pupils continue to access a 
broader variety of enrichment opportunities that very small schools  can 
struggle to offer. However we still reta in our individual identity,  
something that is very important as a village school.  
 

Schools in the Levels Academy Trust are also part of the Huish 
Community Learning Partnership, an organisation made up of the 1 1 
feeder schools and Huish Academy. The aims of the partnership are 
to raise attainment for all pupils, ensure and plan for a high quality 
enriched curriculum and work collaboratively to buy services 
ensuring best value for all the schools.  

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://huishepiscopiprimary.co.uk/huish-community-learning-partnership/&psig=AFQjCNGfjEFqHbU3-7iBVZ6cmJF5pFEb5Q&ust=1496910391281283
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THE SCHOOL DAY ð MIDDLEZOY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 

                                                          
 

 
 

 

 
 

Crane Class 
 

 

Year 5 & 6 
Ages 9 ð 11 

 

 

Heron Class 
 

 

Year 3 & 4 
Ages 7 - 9 

  Middlezoy Primary School 
Church Road 
Middlezoy 
Somerset 
TA7 0NZ 

 

Tel:  01823 698465  
Fax: 01823 698085  

 

e-mail:  

office@middlezoy.somerset.sch.uk  

 

The School cannot accept responsibility for 
the children on the school premises before 
the start of school sessions.  
 

For those parents who are unable to transport 
their Key Stage 1 children to the relevant 
school we offer a free minibus service.   
 

The bus leaves Othery at 8.15am and 8.35am 
to transport Years 3, 4, 5  & 6 to Middlezoy 
and leaves Middlezoy at 8.25am to take Year 
2, 1 & Foundation Stage pupils to Othery.  
 

At the end of the day the bus collects pupils 
from Middlezoy at 3.00pm  and 3.25pm and 
returns them to Othery.  It then takes Year 2, 
1 & Foundation Stage pupils to Middlezoy at 
3.15pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What does my child 
need to bring to 

school? 
 

- Book bag; 
current school 
reading books 
& completed 
reading record 

- Homework 
- Spelling book 
- Water bottle  
- Fruit  
- PE Kit 

 

Please make sure 
that all items, 

including uniform 

are clearly named.  

 
 

 

School Day 
Timetable  

 
 

8.25 am 
Minibus takes Year 2, 
Year 1 & Foundation 

Stage Pupils to 
Othery 

 
8.45am  

School Day Starts 
 

10.00 ð 10.10am 
& 10.50 ð 11.00am 

Break Time 
 

12.00 ð 1.00pm 
Lunchtime 

 
3.00pm 

School Day Ends 
 

Please note: 
Children are not 
allowed to leave 

school on their own 
during school hours 

and must be 
collected by a 

responsible adult.   
 

The school should 
always be informed 
beforehand of any 
medical or dental 

appointments  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/heron-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNEVrPCsuowYGvZZ-o0heFML6Golog&ust=1495201533227191
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THE SCHOOL DAY ð OTHERY VILLAGE SCHOOL 
 

  
  

 

 

Owl Class 
 

 
Year 1 & Year 2 

Ages 5 ð 7 
 

 

Lapwing  Class 
 

 

Foundation Stage 
Ages 4 ð 5 

 

 
 

School Day 
Timetable  

 
8.15am & 8.35am  

Minibus takes Year 3, 
4, 5 & 6 Pupils to 

Middlezoy 
 

9.00am  
School Day Starts 

 
10. 00 ð 10.10 am 

& 11.00 ð 11.10am  
Break Time 

 
12. 15 ð 1.15pm 

Lunchtime 
KS1 

 
3.15pm  

School Day Ends 
 

Please note: 
 

Children are not 
allowed to leave 

school on their o wn 
during school hours 

and must be 
collected by a 

responsible adult.   
 

The school should 
always be informed 
beforehand of any 
medical or dental 

appointments  

 

Othery Village School 
Othery 
Somerset 
TA7 0PX 

 

Tel:  01823 698464  
Fax:  01823 698464  

 

Email: office@otheryvillage.somerset.sch.uk  

 

What does my child 
need to bring to 

school? 
 

- Book bag; current 
school reading 
books & 
completed 
reading record 

- Homework 
- Spelling book 
- Water bottle  
- Fruit  
- PE Kit 

 

Please make sure that 
all items, including 
uniform are clearly 

named. 

The School cannot accept responsibility for 
the children on the school premises  before 
the start of school.  
 
For those parents who are unable to 
transport their Key Stage 2 children to the 
relevant school we offer a free minibus 
service.   
 
The bus leaves Othery at 8.15 and 8.35am to 
transport Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 to Middlezoy and 
leaves Middlezoy at 8.40am to take Y ear 2, 1 
& Foundation Stage pupils to Othery.  
 

At the end of the day the bus collects pupils 
from Middlezoy at 3.00pm & 3.25pm and 
returns them to Othery.  It then takes Year 2, 
1 & Foundation Stage pupils to Middlezoy at 
3.15pm 
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STAFF & GOVERNORS 
 
 

 
Joint Executive Principal:  Mrs N. Chesterton and  Mrs Tiffany Doughty Davis 

Headteacher:  Mrs N. Chesterton 
Business Manager:  Mrs J. Easman 

SENCO:  Mrs J. Daymond 
 

 
 
 

Middlezoy Primary & Othery Village School Staff 
 

 

Teaching Staff - Middlezoy: 
 

 

Mr N. Prinn 
 

 

Mr J. Leveigh 
 

 
Teaching Staff ð Othery:  

 

Mr M. Coggins 
Mrs C. Gardiner 
 

 
Mrs E. Guildford -Sharp 
 

 

Teaching Assistants: 
 

 

Miss H. Braithwaite  
Mrs D. Brown 
Mrs B. Chaudhri 
Mrs L. Darby  
Mrs S. Greedy 
 

 

Mrs P. Higgs 
Mrs J. Phillips 
Mrs D. Radford 
Mrs S. Yeo 

 

Administrative Assistants:  
 

 

Mrs B. Graham 
 

 

Mrs C. Phillips 
 

 

Lunchtime Supervisory Assistant: 
 

Mrs C. Phillips 
 

Mrs M. Tucker 

 

Caretaker:  
 

 

Miss D. Mayled 
 

 
Mr A. Brown 

 
 
 
 

 

Specialist Teachers working across the Federation 
 

 

Music: 
 

 

Mrs N. Thompson 
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Governors: 
 

 

Headteacher: 
 

 

Mrs N. Chesterton 
 

 

 

Staff Governors: 
 

 

Mrs C. Gardiner 
 

 

Chair of Governors: 
 

 
Mr G. Piper 
 

 

 

Other Governors: 
 

 
Mrs N. Mannion 
Mrs R. Fanshawe 
 

 

 

Clerk to the Governors:  
 

 
Mrs S. Masters 

 

 
 

Data Protection  
 

Information provided by parents and held by the school is used solely for administrative 
and educational purposes.  Some information is shared with the Local Authority purely for 
statistical analysis.   Pupil information will be passed to the childõs next school to 
facilitate easy transfer.  
 
All personal data is treated in absolute confidence.   Parents have the right to view data 
and are asked to keep information up to date.  
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
We aim to provide equal opportunities for all at Middlezoy and Othery Schools and 
celebrate diversity.  
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School Uniform  
 

Over the years parents have been very supportive of our school uniform policy. Our 
uniform is practical and helps children to feel a sense of belonging to our school.  
Uniform orders can be placed with our uniform supplier via the link on our school  

websit e  www.schooltrends.co.uk  

School ties have been introduced to our uniform as from September 2019.  Ties will be 
compulsory for children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 and optional for children in Years R, 1 and 2.  
Ties will be available to buy from the School Office.  

 

Uniform  - Girls   
 

  

     

 

 
 

 

Navy blue ôVõ neck sweatshirt, jumper 
or cardigan 

 

White blouse or polo shirt  
 

School Tie  
(Compulsory Key Stage 2/Optional Key 

Stage 1)  
 

 

Grey knee length skirt  or pinafore dress 
or Tartan pinafore dress  

 

Black flat shoes (sandals in summer) 
 

Blue/white checked or striped summer 
dress 

 

White, grey or black socks 
 

Black or grey tights  

   

Uniform  - Boys   

 

Navy blue ôVõ neck sweatshirt or 
jumper  

 

White shirt or polo shirt  
 

School Tie  
(Compulsory Key Stage 2/Optional Key 

Stage 1)  
 

 

Grey long or short trousers  
 

Black flat shoes  
 

Grey or black socks 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.schooltrends.co.uk/
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Please make sure that you put your childõs name in all their clothes. Lost property can be 
reclaimed via  the School Office. 
 

Mobile Phones:  Children are not allowed to bring mobile phones or any other electrical 
devices into school.  If a phone is required for use after school, it must be handed into the 
School Office at the start of the day.  
 

Earrings and jewellery: The only jewellery we permit are small stud earrings. No other 
jewellery should be worn . Nail varnish is not permitted.  
 

Dyed Hair/Extreme Hair Styles: The governors support the Head of School in urging parents 
to avoid dying childrenõs hair. Extreme hair styles are not considered appropriate and 
parents are asked to avoid them .  This includes spikes and tramlines.  Long hair should be 
tied back and away from the childõs face at all times. 
 
 
 
 

Swimming Kit  
 

PE Kit 

 

Years 3 & 4 
 

One-piece swimming costume 
 

Sport style swimming trunks 
 

Swimming hat (optional)  
 

Goggles 
 

Towel 

  

White T-shirt  
 

Navy blue shorts 
 

Black or white socks 
 

Daps or trainers 
 

Navy blue jogging trousers for outside  
wear in winter months  

 

Navy blue hoodie for outside wear in 
winter months  

 
Named drawstring bag 
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SCHOOL LIFE 
 
School Sites 
 

We aim to make the sites as secure as possible and all entrance gates are locked during 
the day.  Visitors must report to the School Office, sign the visitorõs book and are issued 
with visitor passes.   Visitors are also made aware of our policies on safeguarding and the 
use of mobile phones on site.  
 

 

Important Notice:  
 

Dogs are not permitted on the school grounds  
 

The entire school site is a ôNo Smokingõ area 
 

 
School Meals 
 
All children from Reception to Year 2 are entitled to a free hot meal daily.  These meals 
are offered 5 days a week and provided by Hambridge Primary School.  Children can chose 
from one meat/fish or vegetable main, plus a choice of main de sert, or fruit or yoghurt.  
Older children in KS2 can order lunches at a cost of £2. 30 per day.  The menus are 
updated every term and adhere to Government standards.   
 
Menus are sent home every 3 weeks.  Orders must be returned to school by Monday each 
week ð clearly named and with the correct money.  A sample menu is attached for your 
information.  
 
Alternatively, children may bring a packed lunch to school in a named, unbreakable 
standard sized lunchbox.  
 
We ask that you ensure your packed lunch contains a nutritionally balanced meal and 
sweets, chocolate, fizzy and highly -flavoured drinks are not included as part of a lunch 
box.   
 

 

If you are in receipt of Income Support, Income Based Job Seekers allowanc e, Child Tax 
Credit ð with a joint income not exceeding £13,910 and NOT receiving Working Tax Credit 
(as assessed by the Inland Revenue), support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 
Act 1999 your children are entitled to free lunches.  Please apply  to the School Office  
 

 
 

Healthy School 
 

Middlezoy Primary School and Othery Village School was 
awarded Healthy Schools status in 2007 and Healthy Schools 
Plus in July 2010 
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Break Time ð Snacks 
 

Children in Key Stage 2 are asked to bring in fruit/healthy snack for break times.  Children 
in Foundation/Key Stage 1 currently receive a fruit or vegetable snack under the School 
Fruit and Vegetable Scheme, but may choose to bring in another more substan tial snack.  
A healthy tuck shop, run by the children  is open three times a week  which offers bagels, 
malt loaf, yoghurts and juices.  
 

Milk is provided under the ôCool Milk at School Schemeõ.  Children under the age of 5 years 
are able to receive the milk free of charge.  Children over 5 years are able to purchase a 
carton of milk. The milk supplied is a 189ml carton of pasteurised semi -skimmed milk.  If 
you would like your child to receive milk please contact the school office for an 
application form.  
 

 

Attendance   
 

If your child is  ill  you will need to call the School Office by 9.00am to inform them.   You 
will need to provide the specific reason and details of illness. If parents havenõt contacted 
the school within 30 minutes of school  starting  we will call you and any other contacts on 
your list until we have made contact. This is a Safeguarding requirement.  If your child is 
suffering from sickness and diarrhoea, they should not return to school until 48 hours after 
their last episode.  

 
If your child's attendance is below 90% you will need to provide medical evidence for their 
illness. For example, but not limited to:   

Á the appointment card for the doctors/consultant  etc .  
Á A dated prescription received that links to the current illness   
Á The call log and call duration to show that you have been in contact 

with  your GP.  
 

Please note, if medical evidence is not provided, your child's absence will be recorded as 
unauthorised.  Existing medical conditions are always taken into account.   

Holidays  

The Department for Education made changes to the regulations in 2013 which states that 
parents do not have an entitlement to take their children out of school for a holiday 
during term time. An application for leave can only be granted in exceptional 
circumstances and with prior approval of the Head of School.  If you chose to take your 
child out of school for a holiday it is likely t hat it will be unauthorised. A referral to 
Education Welfare will be made if your child is out of school for 5 consecutive days or 
more ANDtheir attendance is, or falls below, 95%. Thiscould result in a Fixed Penalty 
Notice of £60 per parent, per child.  
  

Illness, Medical Problems & Accidents  

If your child has an on -going medical problem,  please disclose this on your application 
form. In cases of severe medical problems, we will consult you in order to devise a care 
plan for when your child is in school.  
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Occasionally after an illness your child may be prescribed medication. In most cases this 
can be administered by you outside of the school day. In cases where this is im possible 
please contact the school office to complete the necessary forms.  

If any child bumps their head whilst in school, the accident is recorded and an advice 
letter is sent home. If the accident is considered more serious, parents will be contacted 
immediately. Parents are contacted immediately if their child has bumped their head, and 
there is cause for concern.  

 

Important Notice:  
 

Prescription Medication  
Only prescribed medicines can be brought into School and administered to pupils by a member of 
staff.  The medicine should be taken to the School Office in a properly labelled container with the 
name of the prescribing person (normally the GP) on the label.  The correct documentation must 
be completed detailing, dosage, storage of the medicine and si gned by the parent/guardian.  The 
only exception to this rule is for children who suffer from asthma and the school has been advised 
by parents that they are able to carry an inhaler and self -manage their condition.  
 

Non ð Prescription Medication  
Schools will not administer non -prescribed medication except in exceptional circumstances and 
then only with a health professionalõs written request. Parents (or a family member agreed by the 
family and the school) are welcome to come in and give their child medici ne if they wish.  

Further information can be found on the Levels Academy Trust website ð First Aid and Medical 
Policy March 2018 

Emergency Closure  

If the school needs to clo se in the event of an emergency or bad weather  parents will be 
informed as quickly as possible. Children will not be sent  home from school in such 
situations without the knowledge of their parents. If a decision is made not to open as a 
result of deteriorating weather conditions overnight, a notice  will be posted on the school 
websitewww.middlezoyandotheryschools.co.uk  as soon as possible to tell you the school is 
closed.  The local radio station  - BBC Somerset: 95.5 FM will also be informed of our 
closure. 

Basic Health and Safety Guidance 
 

¶ Children must not remain unsupervised in school buildings during breaks without the 
permission of the teachers.  

¶ Knives and other dangerous implements must not be brought into the school.  

¶ Children should not bring in sweets, bubble gum, and chewing gum.  

¶ Toys, including roller blades, skate boards & micro scooters should not be brought into 
school without a teacherõs permission. Other valuable items such as computer games, 
mobile phones must not be brought into school unless there has been a direct request 
from a teac her to do so.  

¶ Children should not wear jewellery at school.  One pair of studs or a single stud is 
acceptable if children have pierced ears.  

¶ All jewellery including ear studs and watches must be removed before pupils 
participate in PE or swimming.  
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ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
 
The Schools are their own admissions authority, but we follow the SCC Code of Practice.  
We have one intake at the Foundation Stage in September. We feel that it is in the best 
interests of the children to start school full time str aight away.  Alternative provision can 
be arranged on a 1:1 basis.   
 

In preparation for their move to school we offer induction sessions during the summer 
term to give the children the opportunity to familiarise themselves with their new 
surroundings. 
 
Foundation Stage teachers visit pre -school settings to meet the children before they start 
their new school, and arrange to visit children in their own homes.  

Most of our pupils transfer to Huish Episcopi Academy. Parents/guardians will be advised 
when the  application process is open and when the on-line application site goes live. 
Parents will be  informed of the deadline for all applications and will have the opportunity 
to attend open evenings organised by the secondary schools. Parents are notified  of th e 
outcome of the application process during the second half of the Spring Term.  

 

Admission for Disabled Pupils 
 
The schools have an Equal Opportunities Policy and we welcome all children whose parents 
feel they can benefit from the education we have to o ffer.   No child with a disability will 
be treated less favourably than other pupils.  There are disabled toilet facilities in both 
schools and disabled access into all classrooms.  The Governing Body are committed to 
inclusion and, where necessary, altera tions to the building may be possible to ensure 
appropriate access for all children.  
 
Accessibility Plan  
 
The main targets of the current accessibility plan include:  

¶ Review of classroom organisation to ensure accessibility of all resources  

¶ Appropriately differentiated planning  

¶ Improve parental access to school information  
 
Further information can be found in the full Accessibility Plan.  
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Safeguarding 
 
Safeguarding is everyoneõs business ð please report anything that causes you concern ð no 
matter how minor it may seem.  
 
Safeguarding means:  protecting children from abuse and maltreatment, preventing ha rm 
to childrenõs health or development and ensuring children grow up with the provision of 
safe and effective care.  
 

 

If you have any concerns about a student you should report this to a member of 

staff immediately. If you feel a student is at risk or a subject of abuse you must 

contact the Designated Safeguarding Leads immediately.  

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr N Prinn, Mrs C Gardiner  

Deputy DSL: Mrs N Chesterton 

 
The school has policies in place to ensure that the health and safety of staff and children 
is safeguarded.  Many of the staff have been First Aid trained and we ensure that parents 
are contacted if we have any concerns about a childõs health.  
 
Parents are asked to complete medical and allergy details to ensure that our records are 
kept up to date.  We ask for at least two contact numbers in case of any emergency and 
request that any changes to contact details are reported to the School Office as soon as 
possible. 
 

Special Educational Needs 
 
The school aims to meet the individual needs of all pupils and additional help will be given 
to those children with specific or general learning needs.  Children are assessed at regular 
intervals and appropriate individual education plans are developed in consultation with 
parents and, where appropriate, the children.  
 
The school runs personalised intervention programmes. Individuals, or small groups, work 
with a teaching assistant on a programme devi sed by the class teacher and SENCO (Special 
Education Needs Coordinator). These sessions are between 5 and 20 minutes long to 
ensure that children are not excluded from important work in the classroom.    
 

Where we are concerned about a childõs progress and wish to ask for assistance from an 
outside agency to support our planning and delivery, we will discuss the matter with 
parents initially.  We recognise that Special Needs can cover the full range of abil ity, 
including the most able, or those children with specific or general learning difficulties. We 
strive to provide support and resources accordingly, to give every child access to the 
National Curriculum.  
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CURRICULUM  

 
We follow the new National Cur riculum 
2014 and aim for themati c teaching 
where possible, ie. s ubject areas which 
are linked together in topics.    
 
We recognise that children learn in 
different ways and we employ a variety 
of teaching and learning styles in order 
to accommodate these. Classroom 
organisation takes these learning styles 
into account and children may work in 
groups, pairs or as individuals as well as 
through whole class teaching.  

 

 

During their first year in our school at age 4, the children complete the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Curriculum, started at their pre -school setting.  This curriculum aims to 
provide for the childrenõs early development and learning through structured play, adult 
led activities and child -initiated activities.  Children develop rapidly dur ing this time ð 
physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.  During this stage the key skills are: 
listening, speaking, concentration, physical development, persistence and learning to work 
together and co -operate with other children.  Our close partnership with parents begins at 
this point.  

To further enhance this partnership with parents within Foundation Stage we use a n easy-
to-use online learning journal called Tapestry, which helps educators and parents to 
record, track and celebrate children 's progress in early years education. Tapestry enhances 
this special time, allowing teachers to capture children's experiences as well as monitor 
development and learning. This unique journal is shared online with parents, who are able 
to see special moments and view their child's progress. Text, images and videos can be 
easily uploaded via e-mail and every entry helps to create a complete story of  a child's 
time at  school. 

 We keep parents fully informed about their 
childõs progress. Assessments are used to monitor 
progress, diagnose weaknesses, and to give staff 
an indicator for a pupilõs future work.  A detailed 
monitoring system enables the school to track 
individual and year group progress and ensure 
that teaching plans are updated accordingly. At 
the end of each Key Stage children are assessed 
and results reported nationally. In Year 2 this 
takes the form of tests and Teacher Assessments 
in Maths, Reading, Writing  and Science.   

At the end of Year 6, results of the national tests in Maths, Reading and  Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar will be reported to parents together with Teacher Assessments 
in these subjects in Writing  and Science.  Further details of our curriculum is available to 
view on our website: www.middlezoyandotheryschools.co.uk.  
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Religious Education 
 

Under the Provisions of the Education Act 1988, all parents have a right to withdraw their 
child from the schoolõs daily act of collective worship or from Religious Education. Any 
parent wishing to exercise this right should contact the Head of School.  
 
Sex and Relationship Education 
 
During Science lessons, children study various life cycles and this will include, for the 
older Key Stage 2 pupils, the human life cycle and reproduction.  
 
Sessions are undertaken with the children in Years 5 -6, led by the class teacher. We  aim to 
give the children a solid base of factual information, which will help them to cope with 
the emotional and physical changes they will experience in puberty, and to develop a 
sensitive and responsible attitude to their relationships. Children's ques tions are answered 
honestly and as fully as is considered appropriate.  Some discussion takes place in single 
sex groups, so there are opportunities for the children to discuss other more personal 
issues. Parents also have a right to request their child be  withdrawn from the programme.  
 
Rewarding Achievements 
 

  

We expect our children to behave appropriately and 
we believe that p ositive rewards are an essential aid 
to encouraging positive behaviours.  The most 
important reward is through a smile or word of 
praise.  
 

The children work with their class teach er every 
September to develop Golden Rules for their class.  
Expectations vary for the different year groups and 
encourage children to take responsibility for their 
belongings etc.  Positive behaviour results in children 
earning the privilege of choosing an activity during 
Golden Time.  Activities may include craft , sport, 
ICT or free play.  This privilege is highly prized by all 
children.   

Every Monday up to two children per class receive certificates for good work/behaviour in 
celebration assembly. The names of pupils receiving certificates and badges will appea r in 
the school newsletter.   A ôStar of the Weekõ badge is awarded to one child per class who 
had shown exceptional good behaviour.     

 

 

Religious Education is taught in accordance with the Local 
Authorityõs non-denominational Agreed Syllabus and 
develops knowledge of Christianity whilst raising the 
awareness of other religions. Children also meet for a 
collective daily  act of worship. The school is not affiliated 
to any religious body but we have links to St Michaelõs 
Church and Holy Cross Church which we visit for special 
services during the year. We see this as an important link 
with our community.  
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Swimming 
 
Swimming forms an important part of our P.E. curriculum and takes place at The Dragon 
Pool in Aller , where we have the expertise of 2 fully trained swimming instructor s.  In 
recent years no child has left the school at 11 unable to swim, and several leave with 
excellent swimming awards. Pupils can gain various awards in parallel with grades, 
distance and awards for Bronze, Silver and Gold.  
 

School Trips and Residential Visits 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Years 5 & 6 go on a three-day residential every year.  A reasonable charge is made for 
such visits to cover  the cost of transport, accommodation, food and the activities .   More 
details of this will follow in due course.  
 
 We know that carefully selected visits 

can enhance childrenõs learning and 
broaden their experience.  All children 
have an opportunity in the school year 
to take part in visits and recent trips 
have included SS Great Britain, 
@Bristol, Taunton Museum, Fyne 
Court, London, Weymouth Sea-life 
Centre, Coldharbour Mill, Longleat and 
Bristol Zoo. Very often these are 
partially funded by the school or PTA 
and parents are asked for a 
contribution towards the cost .  
 

Sponsored Walk 2018 

Year 5 & 6 Trip to Taunton 

Museum 
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 EXTENDED SCHOOLS 
 
Extra-curricular Activities  
 
A variety of after school clubs (which incur a 
charge) are held at either Othery or 
Middlezoy and have included multi -skills, 
cricket, tennis, netball, rounders, football, 
craft, study, cooking and computer club.   
 
Through our membership of the Community 
Learning Partnership we are able to 
participate fully in an exciting range of 
sporting competitions and festivals.  All 
pupils, regardless of ability, are able to 
represent the school in these competitions 
and we have been particularly successful in 
basketball, netball, football, sw imming, and 
cricket.   

 

 

Musical Instrument Lessons 
 
Music lessons in strings, guitar, piano and keyboard are organised and taught by a local 
company.  Most of the lessons take place during the school day and there is a charge.  
 

CHARGING POLICY 
 
The Education Reform Act of 1988 set out the law on charges for school activities.  
 
No charge can be made for any activities when the school is in session, excluding the mid -
day break, except for musical instrument tuition for individual pupils or groups of up to 4.  
Some school activities will only be possible if parents make voluntary contributions and 
where this is the case, parents will always be informed at the outset.  However, no child 
will be excluded from an activity because the p arents cannot or will not contribute.   
 
The School will charge for optional extra activities provided mainly or wholly outside 
school hours, so long as such teaching is not an essential part of the National Curriculum or 
religious education.   
 
Any specific concerns due to financial hardship should be discussed with the Head of 
School in complete confidence.  
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
PTA 
 
We have a joint PTA whose primary aim is to raise funds to provide equipment and 
excursions which will enhance the childrenõs learning experience.   
 
The PTA organise a wide variety of fundraising events throughout the school calendar 
including Christmas Craft Fayre, Easter Raffle and Summer BBQ. In addition, the PTA hold 
many social events such as Pub Quizzes and School Disco. They also raise money through 
Bag2School collections and an annual lottery. Joining in and helping out is a really good 
way of gett ing to know other parents and staff.  
 
All parents and carers with children attending the school are automatically members of 
the PTA, along with teaching staff and members of the Governing Body.  
 
The PTA have recently funded new sports kits for the school  teams, updating computer 
equipment , PE equipment, funding for enrichment activities provided by external 
organisations, donations towards the cost of trips, new reading books and maths games.  
 

Family Assembly 
 

A Family Assembly is held at each school site on alternate Mondays, where parents, 
grandparents and/or any member of the childõs family are welcome. The assemblies are 
held at 2.30pm at the Methodist Chapel for Middlezoy School and 2.45pm in the School 
Hall at Othery, for approximately half an hour. The purpose of Family Assembly is to share 
the childrenõs work and celebrate success.  Children are presented with certificates to 
mark good work and positive attitudes.  Occasionally children perform dance or m usic that 
they have been learning, recite poetry, show artwork or share writing.  Family Assembly is 
a very enjoyable time for children and families alike.  
 

Secondary School Contact 
 
It is the policy of the school to promote a good liaison with the Second ary school to which 
the year six pupils are to go.  The usual school for Middlezoy and Othery pupils is Huish 
Episcopi Academy at Langport.  At present, free transport is provided for children to travel 
to Huish Episcopi Academy from the village.  During t heir last year pupils have 
opportunities to visit the school and Y7 teachers visit the schools.  

Complaints 

 
We hope that you and your children will be very happy with the school.  If there should be 
a time when we do not meet up to your expectation please talk to us.  The Class Teacher 
should usually be your first port of call, then the Head of School.  Where problems are still 
not resolved the Chair of Governors should be contacted and in the unlikely event a 
resolution has not been achieved you are entitl ed to contact the DFE.  
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Parental Partnership  

Home/School Partnership  

The triangular relationship between children, parent and school is one we value highly. It 
is very important that your child feels that the home and school are working together 
within a friendly relationship and for their benefit. Without the support of parents no child 
can achieve the best they are capable of and no school can operate with maximum 
effectiveness. In support of this the most valuable gifts you can give your child are you r 
time and interest.  

If at any time you feel unsure or have a query over any part of your childõs schooling, 
please talk about it with us straightaway. Please arrange a suitable time with your childõs 
teacher.  

Home/School Agreement  

The agreement sets out the commitments that are necessary from the school, parents and 
children to guarantee a successful educational partnership. As each child enters the 
school, we ask all parties to give their commitment to the partnership by signing the 
agreement.  

Communication between Home and School  

Parents Evenings:  These are organised in the Autumn and Spring terms to enable teachers 
and parents to meet. These are occasions where information is shared and the progress of 
your child is reviewed with you. Teachers will also share the next step targets which they 
wish your child to achieve through the joint support of home and school.  

Pupil Reports:  At the end of the school year you will receive a formal report. This will 
contain information on your childõs progress, attendance and punctuality, social skills and 
approaches to learning as well as what needs to be achieved next.  

Newsletters: These are sent home via e-mail every fortnight  to inform you of trips, news, 
reminders, school events and guidance to support learning. At the beginning of each term 
you will receive a class letter from your childõs teacher to inform you of the topics that 
will be covered.  

Notices are put up on the noticeboard at each school.  

Information is also available on our website ð www.middlezoyandotheryschools.co.uk.  
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Homework  

At Middlezoy Primary and Othery Village Schools homework forms an important part of the 
learning process, helping children to develop the skill of studying and working on their 
own. At the beginning of the school year, your childõs teacher will send you details of the 
homework programme. We ask all parents to support their child by recognising the 
importance of regular homework and checking that it is completed to a good standard. 
Daily reading practice is an essential part of the programme.  

 

 

           
 

 
 
The information supplied in this prospectus was correct at the time of going to print.  The 
Headteacher will inform parents of any changes that occur.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    


